
Source Criticism 
 
To be source critical means to be able to examine, analyse, interpret 
and assess information. The purpose is to see if the source is relevant, 
reliable and of high quality. Weak sources can lead to your work being 
of poor quality.  
It is important to approach source criticism with a questioning mind. If 
you are using websites, you need to spend more time being source 
critical than if you use reliable sources such as encyclopedias and 
articles from the databases.  
You should always use the four Ws. Who has written what for 
whom and why?  
 
Who has written the information? Are they an expert in their 
field? Is it an organisation or an individual? What qualifications does 
the author have? What are the author’s affiliations? Can you detect 
any lack of neutrality (personal, emotional, how data was collected, an 
analysis done, or anything else? Is there any contact information?  
 
What does the source contain? Is it relevant to what you are 
doing? Does the author cite where they got the information from? 
Does the author back up their points with other people’s 
research/opinions, etc.? Would you feel comfortable using their 
information if you were a scientist or researcher? Is it well-written? 
When was the information last updated? Can you find the same 
information elsewhere?  
 
Whom is it written for? Is it appropriate for that audience? Assess 
whether the audience is academic or general public, which age group, 
gender, etcetera. How does the text reveal the targeted audience?  
 

Why was the information created? Does the author clearly state 
the reason the information was created? Is it to inform, to incite 
emotion, entertain, to make money, to express an opinion or spread 
propaganda? For example, are they using facts, a neutral tone, are 
there adverts, PayPal etcetera. Try to find the clues!  
 



Remember! Anyone can publish information on the Internet. It is your 
job to fact check, to investigate information in order to verify facts.  
Here are some examples of what you can do to fact check:  

 Look for the information in an encyclopedia to get a more 
objective view.  

 Check what other sources, for example the database or news 
say about the information or the author.  

 Look up the author's references. Are reasonable conclusions 
being drawn?  

 If you are using a webpage, check the domain name (.com, 
.edu., info., .gov., etc.). It can give you a clue to potential bias.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


