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PRIDE 

•  What do you think about Pride? 
•  March or parade? 
 



SOUTH AFRICA 

•  Democracy since 1995/96 
•  One of the most liberal country 

in the world 
•  Sexual orientation is 

recognized by the constitution 



JOHANNESBURG PRIDE 1990 

•  The first ‘march’ 



HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 
(DE WAAL AND MANION 2006; 
CRAVEN 2011) 
•  Organizers 

•  1990-1993: political  
•  1994-1997: less political, more commercial  
•  1998-2001: re-politicization 
•  2002-2006: private company, commercial 
•  2007-2012: A section 21 Non-profit 

•  Route 
•  1990-2001: CBD 
•  2002-2004: Rosebank 
•  2005: CBD and the ‘Heartland’ 
•  2006-2012: Rosebank 

 



JOHANNESBURG PRIDE 2012 



JOHANNESBURG PRIDE 2012 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=LYjp-xbdFS0 



JOHANNESBURG ‘GAY’ 
PRIDE 2012 



MEDIA RESPONSES 



PRIDE ORGANISERS 
Joburg Pride is legally and morally bound to 
comply with safety requirements laid down by 
eventing legislation (Safety at Sports And 
Recreational Events Act 2010), with written 
approvals from the City of Joburg and the South 
African Police Service. 
http://joburgpride.org/2012/10/joburg-pride-board-
responds-to-false-accusations/  



PRIDE ORGANIZERS 
[Tanya] Harford insisted that the protest 
was "absolutely inappropriate and illegal. 
They had none of the necessary 
permissions. They also embarrassed the 
entire LGBT community. The campaign 
wasn’t explained nor was it clear about 
what their purpose is.” 
http://www.mambaonline.com/2012/10/07/
joburg-pride-marred-by-scuffles/  
 



WHAT DO YOU THINK? 



ONE IN NINE RESPONSES 
Yes, we have rights – rights that were won through decades 
of activism, rights that grant almost complete formal equality 
to lesbians, gay men, and bisexual and transgender people; 
and rights that must be defended against assaults from 
regressive forces. 
And yet: The numerous legal reforms and policy changes 
granting equal rights to members of the LGBT community – 
from marriage rights to official recognition of people’s 
preferred gender identity – have not put a dent in the vicious 
attacks against black lesbians, bisexual and transgender 
people and gay men. Increased visibility has been 
accompanied by increasingly gruesome acts of rape, murder 
and torture. In the absence of social and economic justice, 
rights only benefit social elites and a privileged few. 
 



ONE IN NINE 
The de-politicisation of most prides has allowed the old, 
racial apartheid to be translated into a new, economic 
apartheid, which is clearly evident in many pride 
celebrations. Capitalist consumerism and individualistic 
rights claims now characterise many prides in South Africa, 
as they characterise most other spaces for the LGBT 
community. This is not the history that Bev, Simon and 
others imagined they were making in 1990. […] We never 
imagined that we would matter only if we constituted the 
“gay market,” had “double income, no kids” and were aflush 
with the “pink rand.” […] It is time for everyone – queer, 
lesbian, femme, trans, gender resistant, straight, butch, 
bisexual, gender fluid, black and non-black – to bring back to 
pride the spirit of revolution. 

 



ARE RIGHTS ENOUGH? 



PERMISSION VS. DISRUPTION 
Asking for permission to intercept an event that 
has become more of a sponsor-driven party than a 
movement with a social justice or LGBTI-rights 
political agenda would defeat the point. If the One 
in Nine campaign had asked for permission, it 
would have been slipped into the programme as an 
afterthought and given political legitimacy to a 
movement that does not deserve it: it did not even 
consider, of its own volition, a minute of silence for 
those murdered black lesbians. (http://mg.co.za/
article/2012-10-12-00-no-cause-to-celebrate-a-
racist-pride) 
 



CONCEPTUALIZATION 
OF ‘PRIDE’ AS SPACE 
Johannesburg Pride members view Pride as a 
spatially specific event that needs to comply 
with state-regulations about what a 
demonstration should look like and unfold. 
 
One in Nine Campaign views Pride as a 
broader political space of gender and sexual 
non-normativities that exceeds the material 
mis-en-scene of the actual parade and ensuing 
mardi-gras.  



AFFECT 



CONCLUSION: 
PRIDE VS ONE IN NINE 
•  Pride is the embodiment of lawful sexual 

citizenship; it is legitimate bcause it draws upon 
existing legislation in order to exercise the right 
of demonstration and publicly reassert those 
entitlements about ‘sexual orientation’ that are 
enshrined in the South African constitution.  

 
•  Conversely, the protest enacted by the One in 

Nine is an act of insurgent sexual citizenship 
(Holster 2009) that seeks to question how not 
everyone has benefited from rights in equal 
ways. 


