
MLA In-text citations 

 
ISGR is using the reference system MLA. In MLA style, a reference is made to other people’s work 
through the use of parenthetical citation. This means that you place relevant source information within 
brackets directly after a quote, a section of paraphrasing or a summary. Generally, an in-text citation 
is made up of the author’s last name and the page number. 

 
Here is an example of an in-text citation: (Schmoker 2006).  
If the author’s name is used in the sentence you only need to include the page number within the 
parentheses: (6). 
If there are two authors of the source it looks like this: (Dorris and Erdrich 23). 
If there are more than two authors: (Chan et al. 134). 
If there is an organization, company or similar behind the source: (American Lung Association 14). 
If you only have the title of the source you need to exclude “a”, “an” or “the” from the in-text citation: 
(Tree Grows in Brooklyn 16).  

  
For guidance regarding repeated use of sources, please consult your librarian or teacher. 

 
You use quotes (indirect or direct) paraphrasing or summarising for different reasons, so make sure 
that you are using the appropriate technique. You should decide what is appropriate after reviewing 
your notes from reading, listening, watching or other activities.  
 
It is important to keep in mind, though, that all source information you provide in the text has to match 
the source information in the bibliography. Specifically, it needs to match the first word shown on the 
left side of the bibliography. 

 
So what technique to use then?  

 
Paraphrased text 
Paraphrasing is when you restate or rewrite someone else’s words or ideas in your own words. This is 
the most common way of writing an in-text citation.  

 
Please note that it is not enough to replace a few words. You shall instead try to understand what the 
author means or wants to say. Immediately after paraphrasing, you shall then enter the author's name 
and page number. Here are some tips on how to paraphrase:  

 
1. Read the text until you have understood its meaning.  
2. If necessary, look up any unknown word using dictionaries linked to from the library blog 

https://lmcgotaberg.wordpress.com.   
3. When you have understood the text, try to restate or rewrite the main ideas without looking 

at the original text: What were the main points the author was making?  
4. When you are done paraphrasing, put the original text beside your own. Make sure that you 

have included all main ideas. 
5. Do you find that you have missed several main ideas? Ask yourself, was it because you found 

the text hard? If so, ask a friend to read and explain it to you. 
6. Note down the source of the text: author’s name, title of the source, title of the container (the 

larger whole a source can be a part of), other contributors, version, number, publisher, 
publication date and location. (For more information, please ask your librarian, teacher or take 
a look in the library booklet.) 

 



Here is an example of a paraphrase: Attachment became a leading topic of developmental research 
after the publication of his studies (Hunt 65). 

 
Direct quote 
A direct quote is when you are borrowing words or sentences from a source. This often happens when 
you want to highlight or discuss a certain statement, present the essence in an idea, discuss the 
language of a source and more.  

 
A direct quote could also be used in order to avoid misunderstandings. Important facts, dates, 
statistics, numbers and similar facts can be good to quote directly, because if you change them, your 
text will be unreliable and incorrect.  
 
Direct quotes should be used sparingly to give authority and power to your text. To make a direct 
quote, you need to enclose the words you borrow within quotation marks. You also need to write the 
author's last name and page number if available. 

 
Here is an example of a direct quote: Joseph Conrad writes in Heart of Darkness, "He was obeyed, yet 
he inspired neither love nor fear, nor even respect” (87).  

 
If you want to use a quote that is longer than forty words, then you should make a block quote. You 
then need to make an indentation in the left margin with 12-16 spaces. 

 
Here is an example of a block quote: At the end of Lord of the Flies, William Golding writes:  

 
              The tears began to flow and sobs shook him. He gave himself up to them now for the first  
              time on the island; great, shuddering spasms of grief that seemed to wrench his whole body.    
              His voice rose under the black smoke before the burning wreckage of the island; and infected  
              by that emotion, the other little boys began to shake and sob too. (186)  

 

Indirect quote 
If a primary source is quoted by a secondary source, you need to do an indirect quote. However, it is 
always better to use the primary source if possible. But if you need to quote a primary source cited in 
a secondary source, you shall enter the primary source in your signal phrase, and announce that it is 
quoted in (“qtd. in”) your secondary source, as you enclose within parentheses.  
It is the primary and secondary source that shall be included in the bibliography. 

 
Here is an example of an in-text citation for an indirect quote: As Marcel Proust reminisced: “There are 
perhaps no days of our childhood we lived so fully as those we spent with a favorite book” (qtd. in Wolf 
6). 

 
Summary 
A summary is a compressed version of a longer passage in a source. (If you retell something in about 
the same length as the original version including many details, you are paraphrasing.) When 
summarizing, you are mainly focusing on the central ideas, main points and meaning. Summarizing is 
a good way of saving words in your text. It could also be used to remember things you are reading.  

 
Here is an example of a summary: Students should take just a few notes in direct quotation from 
sources to help minimize the amount of quoted material in a research paper (Lester 46-47).  

  
 


