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Grade 8. Writing workshop on social justice

October 26th at 13-15

Randa is one of the most important voices in 
contemporary Muslim literature.



Background
Facts about Randa Abdel-Fattah:
● Born in Sydney, Australia, on the  June 6th 1979. Raised in Melbourne.
● Half-Palestinian and half-Egyptian. Proud of the Muslim beliefs she grew up with.
● Wrote her first novel’s draft as a teenager. Published her first novel on August 1st 2005.
● Graduated as an IB student and became a human rights advocate after studying at 

Melbourne University.
● Started expressing her opinion on subjects such as Palestine, Australia and Islam 

through articles she wrote, as well as media. 
● About Islam Randa has written: “Spirituality is deeply personal. Yet, society has to 

face the fact that certain faiths celebrate spirituality through an overt expression 
of inner convictions.” / Randa Abdel-Fattah

● Here you can watch / listen to Randa Abdel-Fattah sharing her thoughts about topics 
such as Muslim women:

● https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=1RdpAzEMIVk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=1RdpAzEMIVk


Randa won the Kathleen Mitchell Award in 
2008 with her book Ten Things I Hate 
About Me / Thio saker jag hatar med mig 
själv. 

The novel is about Jamie who doesn’t feel 
proud over herself, because she is 
conflicted about hiding her Lebanese 
background, including her dark hair and 
real name: Jamila Towfeek. 

When a boy at the school gets interested in 
her, Jamie feel that it starts to feel 
complicated to hide her real identity, even if 
she is more into someone else. 

She got an email contact that means a lot to 
her though, but then it turns out that he is 
also hiding a secret.

Books

Ten things I hate about me



Books

Does my head look big in this?

In the author’s own words…

I wrote Does My Head Look Big in This? because I 
wanted to allow readers to step into the world of an 
average Muslim.

As a teenage girl born in the West, I wanted to allow 
readers to identify with her [Amal’s] experiences and 
journey, and realize that she is not a walking headline 
or a stereotype.”

The novel is about Amal, a 16-year-old 
Australian-Palestinian Muslim girl. 

It brings up all kind of reactions Amal is 
exposed to after deciding to wear the hijab 
and how she handles those. 

The novel is written with humor and warmth but 
still bring up serious matters as prejudices. 



This novel was published in April 2008 after 
the death of the author’s / Randa’s 
grandmother, to whom the book is dedicated.

The books is about a 13-year-old Palestinian 
girl Hayaat, who sets out on a journey to 
bring some soil from her family’s old home to 
her ill grandmother.

Hayaat and a friend of her meet many 
different people along the way and 
experiences the difficulties of crossing 
the border between Israel and Palestine. 
The novel also deals with political aspects 
of areas around Palestine and Israel.

○NOTE: you can also listen to this story as an 
audiobook!

Books

Where the streets had a name



The novel is about the Muslim Afghani-Australian 
girl Mina who earns a scholarship and goes to an 
esteemed private school.In the school she meets a 
boy named Michael, whose family opposes 
refugees and immigrants like her. 

When Michael gets to know Mina, the 
immigrant politics of his parents stop to make 
sense and he needs to find out where he 
stands himself. 

Mina and her family has had a long and dangerous 
journey from Afghanistan to Australia where they 
have started a new life. They are still haunted by 
bad memories though and Mina needs to protect 
both herself and her family from racism in town.  

The story deals with tolerance and finding 
empathy despite the presence of hate.

Books

The Lines We Cross



This nonfiction book contains an investigation 
of how the generation often referred to as 
“the Millennials” have been affected by 
growing up after the 9/11 terrorist attack. 

Many Muslims have since then been suffering 
from islamophobia and surveillance in society 
including being looked at as “maybe ISIS”.

In this book Randa has made interviews with 
the Millennials, to investigate their political 
consciousness, their trust towards adults 
and the societies they live in. 

The interviews have been done with a focus on 
Australia but have a global relevance.

Books
___

Coming of age in the war on 
terror



Thoughts of the author

“I’ve grown up with a strong sense of positive 
identity, but in the context of the first Gulf War. 

I felt very strongly that the saturation of 
negative images of Muslims in the media, 
especially Muslim women or Muslims in 
connection with violence and terrorism, had 
a direct impact on the way that people 
perceived or treated me, and that was 
almost always within a negative discourse.”

“At the age of 15 I decided to write a book 
about growing up Muslim in Australia as a 
teenager. I wanted to do it because I love 
reading; I have loved writing since I was young 
and I thought it was a great medium to break 
down stereotypes.” 
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